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A REGULAR MEETING OF THE LEELANAU COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION WAS 
HELD ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2021, AT THE LEELANAU COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

CENTER. 
 

Proceedings of the meeting were recorded and are not the official record of the meeting.  The formally 
approved written copy of the minutes will be the official record of the meeting. 

  

Meeting was called to order at 5:32 p.m. by Vice-Chairman Noonan who led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
The Meeting was held at the Leelanau County Government Center, 8527 E. Government Center Dr., 
Suttons Bay, MI and via ZOOM. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Members Present:   R. Miller, T. Nixon, C. Noonan, M. Black, M. Lautner  
(via ZOOM)   K. Todd (5:54), N. Griswold 
 
Members Present:  S. Yoder, G. Carlson, A. Trumbull                              
(At Government Center)   
      
Members Absent:  D. Hubbell 
(prior notice) 

 
Staff Present:    G. Myer, Senior Planner 
(At Government Center) 
 
Public Present:  E. Winkelman  
(At Government Center) 
 
Public Present:  None 
(via ZOOM)  
 
CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA 
 
Motion by Nixon, seconded by Lautner, to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 9-0. 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST – None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Winkelman spoke about his first Planning Commission meeting twenty-five years ago and how 
coincidentally it was when Galla first started as Planning Director.  He wanted to acknowledge the 
great job Galla does and wish everyone the best for 2021.  
 
 
ANNUAL ORGANIZATIONAL ITEMS 
Election of Officers 

Chairman   

Motion by Lautner, seconded by Black, to nominate Yoder as Chairman.  Motion carried 9-0. 
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Vice Chairman 
 
Motion Lautner, seconded by Nixon, to nominate Noonan as Vice-Chair.  Motion carried 9-0. 
 
 
Chair Pro-Tem 
 
Motion by Lautner, seconded by Yoder, to nominate Black as Chair Pro-Tem.  Motion carried.  9-0. 
 
 
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS BY CHAIR 
 
Housing Action Committee 
 
Yoder confirmed with Lautner that she would continue as the Housing Action Committee 
representative.   
 

Parks & Recreation 

Yoder confirmed with Noonan that he would continue as the Parks & Recreation representative.  

Education Committee 

Yoder stated the remaining members would represent the Education Committee with Carlson as Chair. 

 
ANNUAL REVIEW OF BYLAWS 

Nixon mentioned Section 3.7 (A) #7 seems to suggest that if a commissioner serving on a local body of 
government has voted on a particular issue, they would have to recuse themselves as a conflict of 
interest when the issue is brought before this body.  They may still act as “information” for the rest of 
the Planning Commission members though.  Nixon asked for clarification/confirmation on this.  

(Todd present 5:54) 

Yoder stated that was his understanding and how it has been handled in the past.  Lautner stated that the 
person can be a point of reference on the issue and answer questions.   

Nixon moved on to Article VI: Quorum, and referenced a prior discussion regarding those attending 
meeting via ZOOM not being counted as part of the quorum, is this still the case?  Yoder responded 
that the Executive Orders in place right now, allow them to be part of the quorum.   

Lautner questioned Section 3.6 – Voting, and said if only five members show up for a meeting can four 
of them pass a motion, or is it the majority of those elected and serving?  Yoder said he understands 
that to mean a majority of the quorum that is present.  Todd stated it is a clear meaning of the sentence 
and agrees.   

Motion by Nixon, seconded by Miller, to approve Bylaws as presented.  Motion carried 10-0.     
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CONSIDERATION OF 2021 MEETING SCHEDULE & ANNUAL MEETING DATE 

Motion by Nixon, seconded by Lautner, to approve the proposed 2021 meeting schedule as presented.  
Motion carried.  10-0.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
The phone number for public comment was announced.  
 
No public comments received. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

Myer mentioned that the county’s Hazard Mitigation Plan was outdated and currently being updated.  
 
 

CONSIDERATION OF NOVEMBER 24, 2020 MEETING MINUTES 
 
Nixon requested deleting the duplicate paragraph on page 16, under “Public Comments.”   
 
Motion by Carlson, seconded by Todd, to accept the minutes as amended.  Motion carried  10-0. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Cleveland Township - Text Amendment: Dwelling and Building Lot Width and Area. 
 
Myer briefly reviewed the staff report saying this request was received on January 6, 2021 to review 
and comment on the proposed amendments to Section 3.19 – Dwelling, and Section 5.09 – Building 
Lot Width and Area of the Cleveland Township Zoning Ordinance.  The proposed amendments are not 
specifically addressed in the Cleveland Township Zoning Ordinance or the Leelanau General Plan.  A 
public hearing was held on January 6, 2021 and following the public hearing, the township planning 
commission unanimously passed a motion to send the amendments to the county for review.  Myer 
continued, saying the proposed amendment will add the following sentence in Section 3.19 Dwelling: 
 
“The building or part thereof shall provide complete independent living facilities for one or more 
persons, including, permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking, well/water, and 
sanitation.” 
 
Myer said it is noted by the Chair of the township planning commission that the added language 
complies with health department criteria for an occupied dwelling, and it was obtained from the County 
Building Safety department.  
 
Myer continued, saying the proposed amendment will also add the following sentence in Section 5.09 
Building Lot Width and Area: 
 
“The yard area free of all buildings and structures shall constitute at least seventy-five (75) 
percent of the lot.” 
 
Myer said it is noted by the township that the added language is “directly from Section 4.06 Fire 
Hazards, of the Cleveland Township Zoning Ordinance, so the criteria is already present, but seems 
significant to add for ease of reference for landowners.”   
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Miller stated Section 8.05 Land Occupancy by Buildings of the Cleveland Township Zoning Ordinance 
didn’t make sense.  Are they proposing 50% or 75%?   
 
Nixon commented that they are usually provided with the township minutes so they are able see 
statements and views expressed by the public.  Todd stated when there is an odd discrepancy like this, 
which could just be a scrivener’s error, the township should explain it. You don’t want to put rules 
down that are in conflict with other rules. Lautner also questioned Section 8.05 and how that ties in.   
 
Motion by Nixon, seconded by Black, to forward staff report, minutes and all comments to Cleveland 
Township Planning Commission.  Motion carried 10-0. 
 
 
Draft Resolution RE: Victor Goldschmidt 
 
Motion by Nixon, seconded by Black, to approve the resolution for Goldschmidt.    Motion carried 
10-0.  (See attached) 
 
Draft Resolution RE: Eric Winkelman 
 
Motion by Black, seconded by Lautner, to approve the resolution for Winkelman. Motion carried  
10-0.  (See attached) 
 
Draft Resolution RE: David McCulloch 
 
Motion by Lautner, seconded by Todd, to approve the resolution for McCulloch.    Motion carried  
10-0.  (See attached) 
 
 
Education Committee 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
Housing Action Committee 
 
Lautner stated they met earlier in the month and discussed lining up funding and organizations 
to help people falling behind with their mortgages.   
 
Parks & Recreation Committee  

Noonan reported they had met earlier in the month and discussed future projects.  The Grub 
Shack remodel was completed in late November early December and they are looking forward 
to more projects in 2021. 
 
Report from LCPC members of attendance at township/village meetings, or other 
meeting/trainings 
 
Nothing to report. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Planning News (mailed to members) 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
The phone number for public comment was announced.  
 
No public comments received. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS – None. 
 
COMMISSIONER & CHAIRPERSON COMMENTS 
 
Lautner said welcome to the new members and thank you to those that are gone.  Yoder also  
welcomed new members aboard and said it is great to have their experience on the board.  He 
mentioned future training available for them. 
 
ADJOURN 
Meeting adjourned at 6:27 p.m. 































  

Bingham Township Zoning Ordinance Amendment: _______ 
Zoning Ordinance No. 21-001 
Page 5 of 5 

Motion By:     
Support By:    
Roll Call Vote: Yeas:   
  Nays:  

Absent:  
Motion Carried. 
 
I certify that this is a true copy of Ordinance No. _______ was adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Bingham Township Board of Trustees on _______, 2021 and published in 
the Leelanau Enterprise on _______, 2021. 
 

 
BINGHAM TOWNSHIP 

 
 

__________________________By: 
Midge Werner, Supervisor 

 
 

__________________________By: 
Kathy Morio, Clerk 

Date of Township Approval:  
Date of Publication:                                  
Effective Date:    
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